
 WELCOME TO YOUR MEXICAN DREAM...

 Written by
Joey De La Cruz

  30 Minute 
Single-Cam

Sitcom



...Turned Caribbean nightmare.
WARNING: THE FOLLOWING STORY IS  

INSPIRED BY TRUE EVENTS

ride at your own risk!



Logline:
A divorced young gringo living in Paraíso fights to keep his Mexican
dream and jet ski rental business afloat with his new Colombian

girlfriend…in an adult Disneyland for dysfunctional expats.

 
  



COMPS

outlandish, unconventional
Silly, Irreverent, heartfelt
unlikely friendships & Gags

Striving for greatness
Sexy style and feel
ride-or-die crew

meets plus

Takes place in Mexico
Tourist antics gone wild
A story of becoming, growth



 Michael 
& 

Lorena
the real life inspiration for

our main characters, 
Mitchell & Paloma

I introduce you to

Mitchell and paloma
meEt on Bumble in

Colorado and after
dating for FIVE weeks...

(Don't they remind you of another successful 
TV power couple, only younger?)

SO BEGINS OUR STORY!



...BUY A JET SKI AND PARASAIL
RENTAL BUSINESS IN

MEXICO's

BEAUTIFUL YUCATÁN
PENINSULA!
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together,together, REALIZING REALIZING  THEIR MEXICAN THEIR MEXICAN DREAMDREAM

Former Mechanical Engineer.........................
Gringo from Colorado........................................
Barely speaks Spanish.....................................
Divorced...................................................................
Two dogs died of divorce heartbreak......
Nice Guy Syndrome...............................................
Burned by the American Dream...................

Former Model
Pure spirit from Colombia
Speaks angelic Spanish
Never married
Remotely walks her Colombian puppy
Social media obsession
Followed the American dream



Can tell every kind of story!
Stupid humor. Elevated humor. Meta humor. Class conflict. Travel. History. Animal rights. Cultural appropriation.
Sexuality. Good vs. Evil. Spirituality. Evolution. Trauma. LGBTQ+.  Social media. BIPOC. Geopolitics. Mental health. 

Anything and everything can happen on vacation!

In Paraíso, we use tropes and stereotypes to our advantage! Do not fear them, lean into them, and through
comedy, we can break them down and redefine them for a new generation of viewers. Evolution is at hand! 

A TASTE OF DRAMA, DRAMA, DRAMA...
Stories will offer us insights into the state of the world today and how to evolve beyond it by changing the way we think about ourselves.
VACATIONERS GONE WILD! Booze, sun and Viagra, complicate good intentions with evil actions. We dramatize vacation horror stories!
Magical realism exists in Paraíso! Dolphins can talk! Miracles are possible! Celebrity & athlete cameos are as common as the ocean waves! 
Build bridges, then burn them down! Reconciling different perspectives is challenging. How can we learn from one another? Tequila shots!
Our main characters each suffer from unhealed trauma; in order to escape Paraíso, thou must KNOW THYSELF anew! Many would rather not.



paraíso, Mexico - does your paradise await? or...



...is it just a sunny place for shady people?



13. Shitty Airbnbs
14. Other side of the fence, wild jungle
 

      ClÍnica         ATMs           Golf Cart Hub

The world: Welcome to paraíso, Mexico
A contained, isolated, gated expatriate community where (most of) the show takes place.

 Mitchell & Paloma's Apartment1.
 Golf Course2.
 Beautiful Marina3.
 Dolphin Swimming Experience4.

5. Jet Ski/Boat Storage and Dock
6. White Sand Beaches
7. Volleyball and Party Beach
8. Maestro’s Fancy Ass Hotel

9. Restaurants, Bars, Shops
10. Marta's Massage
11. Where we ride jet skies
12. Extravagant Airbnbs

20 Minute Drive to the office One hour to Cancun Airport
Mitchell's Workshop, Outside of pARAÍSO



THE WORKSHOP terreno/Jet Ski Storage 

BEWARE the security cameras! You never know...

MANATEES BAR

GRANDPA, BUSTED!

THE OFFICE



DOLPHIN SWIMMING EXPERIENCE
Leaders of the dolphins,

Diego and Frida are
rumored to be the

smartest creatures in
Paraíso. They are also
plotting the evolution
of humanity...and their

ESCAPE. 

 MARTA'S MASSAGE
Abuelita Marta owns
Marta's massage, she

has a passion for
working out those

hard muscles. 
She's also an

 excellent cook. 

All massage
guests leave

saying, "That was
interesting," and

have a unique
story to tell.



PalomaMitchell

our hero Our Queen



Roberto

Mitchell's right hand man. well
meaning, kindhearted,

accidentally causes headaches.

Davis

Fishing boat charter
captain, living a secret life

hunting sunken treasure.



MANOLO

manolo's Helpers.
These kids run the show and cause lots
of harmless trouble. They work hard to
support themselves and their families.

the Boys

MANAGER OF Mitchell'S
BUSINESS. Polyglot.
Mexican baywatch.



Luther

RICH, RECLUSIVE, SOCIALLY
AWKWARD. inventor and wizard.
Bar owner, SEARCHING FOR LOVE.

KarANNe

An intoxicated BAR MANAGER.
GOSSIP QUEEN, lost soul, lives

with her mother.



Romeo Samuela

TEMPTATION IN THE FLESH. knows
every dj from LA to Ibiza.

falls in love with mitchell.

Ex Rock & Roll Drummer.
"SPIRITUAL" HYPOCRITE. ladies'

man. KARMA's instrument.



Joey

Mitch's best friend who
visits...a lot...and never gets

to ride a jet ski.

pam

Karanne’s mom. leader of her
cougar pack, bright spark

living her new life to the max.



Frida (aka Uriel) DIEGO (AKA PURIEL)

Archangel Uriel, the "Light of God"
incarnated as a dolphin, the angel of

repentance, here to help save humanity one
drunk gringo at a time.

Archangel Puriel, fiery and pitiless,
examines the souls of humans, anticipating

their deaths in an effort to steer them onto
the righteous path.

Both can talk to humans under the right circumstances. YES! TALKING DOLPHINS!!!



Blending live puppeteering, programmed behavior and
artificial intelligence to create unique, believable experiences.

The goal is to lead by example using real-time animatronics to
create hyper-real creatures capable of delivering any
performance you can imagine.

Edge Innovations supports the proper care of animals by
telling their stories safely, all the while promoting the ethical
treatment of dolphins still in captivity.

 No Animals will be Harmed in The Paradigm Shift

Part of the solution, 
all of the fun, 

none of the controversy.
Photo credit: https://www.edgefx.com/real-time-animatronics

www.edgefx.com

https://www.edgefx.com/


cameos / Celebrities on vacation 



ATHLETES LOVE TO VACATION TOO! 



We Embrace Latin music in the
storytelling process. music is a

central theme of the show.
let’s Share and promote

musicians old and new with live
performances and screentime. 

Share culture and community through music



Moral of the story: Expectations vs. Reality
Six months into Mitchell & Paloma's Mexican dream: a day in the life.
Mitch accidentally discovers a duct-taped bundle of contraband cash on the shore, which
Paloma accidentally takes (without Mitch knowing). 
Paloma joins M.E.N - A spiritual group, ‘Mass Enlightenment Now’ seeking to heal the world
of toxic masculinity and generational trauma. 
Mitch gets trapped in a circle of hell at the gas station while a jet ski catches on fire.
A fridge explosion nearly kills a local worker, who's rushed to the clínica. Will he survive?
Karanne lusts for anything on two legs, including Mitch and Paloma.
Roberto accidentally steals money from the business to fix his broken car, forcing Mitch to
take a tough but compassionate stand, trying to be the boss.
Mitch races home to save himself from prison as the Navy and Police search their home on
an anonymous tip. Romeo, en route to a party, fails Mitch in his moment of need.
Cartel thugs threaten and extort Mitchell's business behind his back. Manolo proves himself
an honorable man.  
Mitch saves a drowning child from certain death.
A raging karaoke party caps off a wild and sexy night!

PILOT: "Just another day in paradise" 



What happens when a dream becomes a nightmare?
 

We follow Mitchell’s painful struggle as he grows into the man he must become in the
face of extreme challenges. His hero's journey takes place in an adult Disneyland for
dysfunctional expats, where strong supporting characters represent  specific archetypes
of humanity (ruler, sage, artist, innocent, rebel, lover, wizard, hero, explorer, jester,
every-man, caregiver).
Paloma finds herself obsessed with a new spiritual fad almost weekly as she struggles
with her social media addiction and travels into the (magical realism) metaverse!
We showcase Paraíso’s high stakes, big reward tourist season. 
Every episode is a day (or week) in Mitch's life as he battles the odds to build his business
amidst a comedy of errors and heartfelt lessons. 
Mitchell begins to climb the mountain to profitability by fighting the system, fighting the
elements, fighting his partner, fighting broken jet skis, fighting tourists, fighting bad
influences, fighting fake friends and even fighting off the cartel!

Season one story arc



Episodes upon episodes...

A Polish mobster wanted by Interpol befriends Mitch. 
Sargasso creates an ecological and economic disaster.
A hurricane party is the hottest ticket in Paraíso.
Mitch nurses an injured street dog back to health.
A boating explosion demands ill-advised jet ski heroics.
Manolo must fight off sharks to save a Japanese family.
Bad karma haunts a thieving, selfish tourist. 

the Gringo Show vault opens

...Seasons upon seasons

Mitch and Paloma become vacation realtors to save the business. 
A sunken Spanish galleon puts friendship and greed at odds. 
Mitch takes on cartel thugs leading an extortion racket.  
Clueless Gen Z developers deface sacred Mayan land.
Senior citizens monopolize the golf cart market, then get ambitious.
A pack of unsupervised children threatens to overtake Paraíso.
Misguided eco-warriors attempt to free captive dolphins.

With so much to explore, this is just the tip of the proverbial ice cube
sinking into the depths of a strawberry jalapeño margarita!



Why use a potentially pejorative term that labels an entire group of people based on perceived
character, attitude and behavior as the title of our show?!

Because stereotypes exist and are used every day to rationalize hurtful behavior, validate
prejudice and justify hostility towards groups of people, which ultimately keeps us from getting
to really know, and more importantly, love each other. 

THE GRINGO SHOW's intention is to break down illogical fallacies which reflect and create fear
to reveal the heart of our shared community & humanity by celebrating love.

Explore the Mexican dream from a lens of comedy, heart, humanity, drama, pain, suffering,
consciousness, spirituality, sex, love, hate and compassion. Including jet ski terminology, repair,
maintenance and care. This is the "working" vacation you've been waiting for!

All our characters, locals and gringos alike, must evolve beyond unconscious thought patterns
by building bridges and sharing ideas, music, language, lifestyles and perspectives.

...SERIOUSLY?



thank you!
I am incredibly grateful for your time and for the opportunity to share
this project with you. the next round is on me!

I hope you enjoyed this vision of a dream, of a vacation that we can embark
upon together...to change the world. one jet ski rental at a time.



Hablamos pronto!

Salud!

Joey De La Cruz

www.joeydelacruz.com
www.pathstopachamama.com

www.weareshakaboom.com

720.938.8018
Josephfdlcruz@gmail.com


